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“Whenever anyone asks me what HopeKids does for 
families I show them this picture and say, ‘This is what 
they do.’ There is nothing more amazing than seeing 
that look on your child’s face.”

Cassandra Lambert treasures each look of wonder 
she spots on her son, Johnathan.  Last year, he spent 
115 days in the hospital because of his mitochondrial 
deletion syndrome. 

“Your mitochondria converts everything you eat and drink 
into energy,” Cassandra explained. “It’s like your battery. The 
DNA of his mitochondria is broken. All the processes [in his body] are 
deleting themselves.”

At age 6, Johnathan recalls a time when he was able to run and play and when 
he could eat food. In spite of the deterioration, Johnathan remains upbeat. 

“He’s so big in his personality and the love he gives,” Cassandra said. “There’s 
a lot of pride in watching him as he deals with these things. He handles 
himself with such love and joy.”

As a single mom of three, and like many parents who have a child with a life-
threatening medical condition, having a job is out of the question. Along with 
financial stress, Cassandra felt a cloud of guilt because she has so little time 
with Johnathan’s siblings, JJ and Lilly. Extended hospital stays mean someone 
else tucks the older kids in at night. 

“After Johnathan was discharged from the hospital, we were finally reunited, 
but there was nothing to look forward to,” Cassandra said. “I would save all 
our money in a year for a weekend camping trip. That’s all we could manage.”

Cassandra recalls the despair she had felt when JJ requested 
a birthday at Legoland. It was out the question financially. 

Amazingly, a Legoland event appeared on the HopeKids 
calendar the week of his birthday. 

“It really felt like his birthday celebration,” Cassandra said. 
“The events always seem to work out with what the kids 

really wanted to do,”

Since joining HopeKids, the family has attended numerous 
events, giving them access to a wider variety of family activities 

than they could have dreamed.  The harsh realities of Johnathan’s 
syndrome are always there but Cassandra likens it to a long, dark tunnel.

“When I think of the hope, the hope is the bright spots along the way. I don’t 
even know how to explain what it means for us to have things to look forward 
to when we used to never have anything to look forward to. It’s strengthened 
our bond as a family, and made such a difference in everybody’s outlook on 
life.”

The Lambert Family 
(L to R): J.J., Lilly, 
Cassandra, and Jonathan
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What is your Christmas Wish?
“My Christmas wish is for a large dose of the Lord’s grace and healing. Our twin 
daughters were born in March, one having congenital heart defects and six surgeries. 
We are approaching the first anniversary of losing my mother in law to liver cancer and 
my father in law has been rediagnosed with stage 4 sarcoma. Lord continue to fill us with 
your peace and healing!”

“My Christmas wish is for our family to be able to enjoy Christmas.  We found out last 
December that Riley had a few tumors on her brain stem so that has kinda made getting 
into the Christmas spirit sort of hard for our family. This time of year seems to always be 
filled with struggles. We just had to lay to rest my father and my two oldest children’s 

grandpa on their dad’s side.  So our Christmas miracle would be a season of peace and 
joy -  no more heartache and loss.”

“Our family’s Christmas wish is that more funding is made available for childhood cancer 
research and treatments.”

“Our Christmas wish is that we would be able to spend this Christmas together as a 
family.”

“Last year was full of many struggles.  I pray this year is filled with health and joy.  We 
don’t often get to do things away from home to make memories and away from home 
stress and distractions.  We just want to spend time together, make memories and to be 
at peace. Pray for God’s protection physically and emotionally.”
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snapshots captured at september, 
october, and november Hopeday events

1. HopeKid Blake assumed the role of co-
pilot in his private flight at the Kansas 
City Challenge Air event. 

2. Special bonding for HopeKid Riley at 
Heartland Therapeutic Riding. 

3. HopeKids and their siblings jump for joy 
at Alldredge Orchards in the fall.

4. The Princess Tea Party is full of magical 
moments for HopeKid Isabel, and her 
sister, Violet. 

5. The Paint Splatter Party is full of wild 
and crazy fun for the HopeKids and their 
siblings at Orange Easel Art Studio.

6. Jarot chunks his pumpkin down the hill 
at the inaugural Punkin Chunkin event.

7. It is a well-deserved afternoon out for 
HopeKid moms and dads at the Pinot’s 
Palette Painting Party. 

Photos continued on page 3

“In the all consuming world that is my 
child’s health issues, what a wonderful 

experience to take a moment to get 
pampered as a family. My daughter’s health 

needs come first, and we lose track of the 
pleasures of things like a nice haircut. What 

a treat for Mom to get a real cut, and have 
someone nurturing to take the time to give 

my disabled child a beautiful and functional 
style!”

- Andi, Charlotte’s mom
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HopeKids Haircuts Event
Seven professional hair stylists donated their morning and shared their talents with our HopeKids families 

at our first HopeKids haircut event. More than 40 children and adults received free haircuts on Saturday, 
October 28, 2017 – and some of the girls were given some fancy hairdos! 

Alldredge Orchards
American Royal

Arvest Bank Theatre at The Midland
Beehive Studios

Bella Grotto
Bibbidi KC

Breakout KC
Built Interior Construction

Canine Solutions
Challenge Air

Christine Deeths
Heartland Therapeutic Riding

Heritage Biologics
Janie Jones Photography

Kansas City Chiefs
Kansas City Royals

Kauffman Center for the Performing Arts
Kristina Carlson Photography
LEGOLAND Discovery Center

Lunar Bowl
Merlin’s Magic Wand USA

Mesner Puppet Theater
Microsoft Store-Oak Park Mall

Noah’s Bandage Project
Paul Mitchell The School

Pets for Life
Pinot’s Palette-Olathe

Polsinelli 
Reames Photography

Orange Easel School of Art
Studio 925

Salon Ji
SEA LIFE Aquarium

Sky Zone Kansas City
The Gardens at Barry Road

TopGolf
Beth & Shawn Walker

Judy Yi

MEET TylEr 
Tyler is an animal lover and outdoor enthusiast who also loves LEGOs, swimming, karate, and playing games. 
Tyler was diagnosed with acute lymphoblastic leukemia in May 2015 and had a bone marrow transplant in 
January 2016. He has been in remission for almost two years and looks forward to any HopeKids event where 
his new friend Matt attends!

“The bills that accumulate from prescriptions, procedures, and hospital stays can create a huge financial 
burden for cancer families. It is so nice to have HopeKids offering us free activities that can cheer up 

our kiddos and provide us with safe, fun environments for them. We feel very blessed to be a part of this 
amazing organization.” - Tina, Tyler’s mom
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