Why HopeKids?

EacH YEAR IN THE UNiTep States, ApproximaTELY 500,000 cHiLDREN

cope with life-threatening medical conditions'. These conditions affect the entire family with more than half of

parents suffering from acute stress disorders2and 80% of siblings having elevated levels of posttraumatic stress.
In addition, illnesses contribute to over 62% of hankruptcy filings each year*. More than S800 million is spent

on medical research annually to find cures for cancer or other diseases, but these families need support now.
Numerous studies show that hope can increase one’s overall ability to cope®and that familial support in chronically
ill children is vital®. HopeK|ds understands we are not a curefor these |I|nesses but we believe

’

“Parents feared the complete Following their siblings’ cancer diagnosis....
|QSS Of h-Ope because_ t W-Oum be of children showed new externalizing behaviors such as
l.lk.e ging up on th.e I Chll.d an.d 59 0/ acting out at home orschool,fightingg, drug use, increased
giving up a future with their child 0 sibling rivalry and lower frustration tolerance.?
and their family and because that

would leave them mired m,gark 0 showed new internalizing behaviors such as worry,
and negative thoughts. 0 anxiety, depression, sleeping or eating problems.®

6%  SHd 210

reduced spending onfood Mean per-pa’[ien’[ annual direct cost of Duchenne
and clothing muscular dystrophy. Seven to 16 times higher than
the mean per-capita health expenditure in the U.S.0

4%

of patients report a
significant or catastrophic
financial burden due to
cancer®

cut back on leisure
activities®

“Adolescent [siblings of children with cancer] who have low \‘%\/
social support tended to be perceived as being more anxious - <4

and having more behaviour problems than adolescents with
high social support.™ HOPCKldS

Restoring Hope. Transforming Lives.
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