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HOPE Is A POwERful MEdIcInE



We believe HOPE is a powerful medicine.

Each year newly-diagnosed families who are experiencing the overwhelming fear and financial strain that 
accompanies a child’s diagnosis with a life-threatening medical condition join HopeKids. This fear and stress 
threatens the family bond and impedes their ability to cope and build friendships when a safe and accepting 
community is most needed.

There are five research-driven impact areas that ease the journey for families who are walking through the hardest 
time in their life. 

l  Hope and Anticipation to keep kids looking forward to the next fun event around the corner.
l  Family-Focused events bring the family together and prevent siblings from being unintentionally overlooked.
l  Community and Supportive Relationships foster lasting support among people who share similar 

challenges.
l  Safety and Acceptance through HopeKids’ supportive peer community where no child is the only one 

wearing a mask or using a wheelchair.
l  Economic Support through free events because all families are seriously impacted by overwhelming 

medical costs.

Our Hopeday program of ongoing events and activities offers hope in tangible and lasting ways. Each impact area 
serves to lighten the load in the midst of each families’ struggles.

“I can’t even find words to explain the healing and blessings for our family since we were welcomed in 
the HopeKids family!”

HopeKids is devoted to restoring hope and transforming the lives of children with life-threatening medical 
conditions, their families and the communities in which we serve.  In 2014, your gifts provided hope to more than 
3,000 families through a record number of events. In addition, HopeKids received the fastest review and approval 
by the charities Review council as well as accreditation from the EcfA. 

Our calling to meet the needs of families who have a child with a life-threatening medical condition never fades. 
The following pages highlight the impact, but your giving is the heartbeat.

with Hope,

Josh Taylor
President, HopeKids Inc.

A LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT



We exist to restore hope and 
transform the lives of children 
With life-threatening medical 
conditions, their families and the 
communities in Which We serve.

Our Guiding Principles
Our vision, mission and motivation are driven by 
our desire to serve in the name of Jesus Christ 
in response to and out of our gratitude to God. 
(Colossians 3:17) It is through God’s love and the 
eternal hope we find in Jesus that we want to 
love and offer hope to those in need.

We cling to the promise that “Hope does not 
disappoint.” (Romans 5:5) We also believe 
that hope comes from God, and provides joy 
and peace in a way that nothing else can.  
These biblical truths form our belief that hope 
is a powerful medicine, and all our activities, 
resources, and time are to be directed to 
restoring hope for the future to the children and 
families we serve.

We strive to promote integrity, honesty, and 
openness in the manner in which we conduct our 
daily financial and management operations. We 
will be good stewards of all resources that God 
has blessed us with.

The HopeKids program is open to all children 
with life-threatening medical conditions and their 
families without regard to religion, background, 
race, or ethnicity.

HopeKids welcomes supporters and volunteers 
who recognize and are willing to serve within our 
guiding principles.

Our Mission
HopeKids provides ongoing events, activities and a powerful, unique support community for families 
who have a child with cancer or some other life-threatening medical condition. We surround these 
remarkable children and their families with the message that hope can be a powerful medicine.

“Before HopeKids we were in the dark with no one else, but now even 
though she is the only person in the world with her chromosome disorder, 
HopeKids  has given us a beacon of light!”



Our Board of Directors
Dave Chapman - Chairman of the Board
Senior Vice President, HelmsBriscoe
Scottsdale, AZ

Todd Carter - Treasurer 
Head of Operations, LAKANA
Minneapolis, MN

Gary McKean - Secretary 
Retired Attorney
Salt Lake City, UT

Mark Nuessle - Director
Owner/President, Roadrunner Drywall
Scottsdale, AZ

Dave Osgood - Director
President, Focus Performance Systems, Inc.
Minneapolis, MN

Bart Sweeney - Director 
Business Consultant/Investor, The Sweeney Group
Scottsdale, AZ

Josh Taylor - Director
President, HopeKids
Minneapolis, MN

Our staff

National
Josh Taylor, President
Michelle Cassens, Program Manager

Arizona Chapter
Bridget Asheim, Executive Director
Lisa Sweeney, Program Manager

Minnesota Chapter
Brian Anderson, Executive Director
Nancy Teske, Program Manager
Angie Abfalter, Family and Community Manager

Utah Chapter
Kim Lewis, Executive Director
Chelsee Reeder, Program Manager

North Texas Chapter
Heather Weathers, Executive Director
Molly Cash, Program Manager

“HopeKids helped me to get 
the emotional support that 
I needed during the most 
difficult time of my life so that I 
could, in turn, be strong for my 
children.”



HopeDay PROgRAM
HopeKids provides ongoing events 
and activities for families who 
have a child with a life-threatening 
medical condition. Each month 
we schedule a variety of sporting 
events, live entertainment, 
museum visits or other types of 
fun activities for the whole family.  
We strive to keep kids focused on 
the future, looking forward to the 

next fun event around the corner, 
rather than dwelling on what they 
are dealing with in the present.  
All of our events are focused 
on the whole family to prevent 
siblings from being unintentionally 
overlooked; they bring families 
together that understand their 
journey and are offered at no cost 
to families.

“HopeKids is like nothing 
else on earth. It brings 
together a community 
of love, compassion 
and support. No one 
judges us, we just get 
together for good times. 
It helps us forget about 
our problems for a few 
hours and always brings 
us smiles.”

“Thank you for giving us the 
time to be a normal family, for 
understanding that these special 
children deserve a childhood!”

///////////// total # families total # of events total # of attendees

arizona 1056 309 22,848

minnesota 995 299 18,816

utah 728 225 17,416

north texas 307 137 5,450

total 3,086 970 64,530

ARIZONA NEW FAMILIES

196
MINNESOTA NEW FAMILIES

120
UTAH NEW FAMILIES

101
NORTH TExAS NEW FAMILIES

140
TOTAL NEW FAMILIES

557

arizona | minnesota | north texas | utah



 Family Focus

99% 99%
91% 94%

Provides 
opportunities 
to spend time 

together

Helps our family 
cope more 
positively

Makes a positive 
impact on our 

communication

strengthens 
our family’s 
relationship

HOPE AND ANTICIPATION. We strive to keep kids focused on the future looking forward to the next fun event around the corner, 
rather than dwelling on what they are dealing with in the present.

FAMILy FOCUS All of our events are focused on the whole family to prevent siblings from being unintentionally 
overlooked.

COMMUNITy AND SUPPORTIVE RELATIONSHIPS. Our events foster lasting friendships and support among people who 
share similar challenges.

SAFETy AND ACCEPTANCE. In HopeKids’ supportive peer community no child is the only one wearing a mask or using a 
wheelchair. At HopeKids, everyone is normal and everyone belongs.

ECONOMIC SUPPORT All of our events are offered at no cost because all families are impacted by 
overwhelming medical costs.

“Our daughter’s disease is so financially taxing that we are 
unable to do any type of out- of- the- home family activity that 
costs money.”

HOPE
99% of HopeKids families agree that HopeKids 
provided hope and anticipation for their family.

97% percentage of 
families who 
said hopeKids 
provided 

opportunities that would not otherwise 
be available due to medical-related 
financial challenges.



assets
2014 2013

current assets

Cash and cash equivalents $               1,243,584 $                 894,502

Contributions receivable 12,502

Prepaid expenses and other assets 8,648 5,838

Total current assets 1,264,734 900,340

property and equipment, net 24,524 42,503

total assets $               1,289,258 $                 942,843

liabilities and net assets
current liabilities

Accounts payable and other liabilities $                   15,486 $                   17,948

net assets

Unrestricted 1,273,772 924,895

total liabilities and net assets $              1,289,258 $                 942,843

HopeKids, inc.
statements of financial position

december 31, 2014 and 2013



2014 2013

support and revenues

Contributions $              1,445,919 $              1,108,704

Contributed goods and services 1,575,411 1,218,415

Other 15,256 16,314

Total support and revenues 3,036,586 2,343,433

expenses

Program services $              2,329,695 $              1,848,708

Management and general 145,726 89,859

Fundraising 212,288 218,813

Total expenses 2,687,709 2,157,380

change in net assets 348,877 186,053

net assets, beginning of year 924,895 738,842

net assets, end of year $               1,273,772 $                 924,895

HopeKids, inc.
statements of activities and cHange in net assets

Years ended december 31, 2014 and 2013


