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The Bowen family joined HopeKids in March 2015,
Christopher is 7 with PAVMs -- abnormal communications
between pulmonary arteries and veins. The journal entries
below were written by Christopher’s mom, Kaylene and are
Jjust a sample from the 39 events they have attended.

March 9,2015: Our application was approved,
and | registered for HopeKids today.
Christopher is not in treatment, so we want
to do as much as possible. | cried when |
viewed the calendar because it's given
me hope where | didn’t really have it. |
signed up for Peter Rabbit, KidMania, the
Shrine Circus and the HopeFlick: Home.
[Joining HopeKidsl is opening up a world to
my kids that | never thought | would be able
to give them.

March 13, 2015: It was priceless to sit for an hour and
half and watch my kid laugh at our first HopeKids event,
Peter Rabbit. Christopher didn’t worry about anything,
and nothing was hurting him. | also met another HopeKids
mom who understands my life.

March 20, 2015: | took the kids to KidMania with
HopeKids. Christopher was NPO (cannot take food or
liquids by mouth) so my other two played while | just
sat and held him. We found out today that Christopher
didn’t qualify to get the lung transplant. While Alexis and
Caleb yelled, “Mommy look, Mommy look,” | held onto
Christopher and prayed that this is not the last month with
my son.

March 28, 2015: We received our HopeKids t-shirts in
the mail. Christopher ripped open the package and started
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handing out t-shirts: “Mommy, this is for you, and this is
for Daddy. This is for Bubba, and this is for Lexi.” It was like
Christmas. We wore our shirts to the kids first circus ever
and | snapped the cutest picture.

May 31, 2015: Christopher loves

haseball. It'sthe only sporthe’s

been able to play. Before

the kids night out” at the

baseball game today, we

met the players, played

games and ate ice cream.

The excitement wore on

Christopher, and he took

anap from the third to the

seventh innings but he was

so excited to run the bases. In

the car he said, “Mom, this is the
best day ever.”

July 23, 2015: Christopher realized while roller skating
that he wasn’t the only one with a feeding tube, a bald
head, a port, or wearing a mask. He opened up and felt
comfortable because he was finally like everybody else. |
can tell him ‘it’s okay to be different” but he wants to look
like the kid to the left and the right of him. We want to
identify with him, but we’ll never understand. Tonight, he
was comfortable in his own skin.

August 29, 2015: NFL tickets!! It's kind of like winning
the lottery. Christopher bought a jersey to wear to the
game with the S63 he had saved. He slept some during
the game, but | know he’ll remember seeing the players on
the field, meeting the mascot and taking pictures in front
of the stadium. | don't think the people who donated the
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tickets realize what it means to us. We would never be able
to afford an NFL football game. | won't forget this one.

December 12, 2015: Everybody thought we were going
foranice dinner but I surprised them with the ballet. | call
it “culturization”. My family thinks I'm crazy and | made
the word up. | told them, “Let’s try it!” They actually liked
the ballet.

March 5, 2016: We saw Zootopia today. My daughter
knows that when we're wearing the HopeKids t-shirts,
we're going to be doing something fun. Her favorite thing
is the movies because they bring her peace and normalcy.
They give her something to look forward to instead of
being Mommy’s helper and taking care of her baby brother.
One day a month she gets to watch a movie and just be
12-year-old Alexis.
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ReLenmLess: STRoNG Men & Wowen. STRONGER Kios.

On July 8 - 9, some of the strongest
men and women in the world proved
that strength comes in many different
forms. 160 powerlifters from 31
states and three countries, alongside
100 HopeKids and their families,
participated in the 6th Annual
Relentless Powerlifting event which
raised $215,000 to benefit HopeKids.

The event featured Samantha Coleman,
who broke the world record with a 661
Ib raw squat, as well as Jeff Frank, who
won best lifter after he squatted a
staggering 1,218 Ibs and totaled 2,772
Ibs for squat, bench and deadlift.

Nearly 100 of the powerlifters joined
Team Hope where they were paired
with a HopeKid to lift and raise money
intheirhonor. Theliftersand HopeKids
families were encouraged to foster a
longterm friendship. After learning
the families’ stories, most lifters
quickly realized who was stronger.
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HopeKid Jeremiah, 13, enjoys the Brimhall pool party provided by

the Bergen family; HopeCrew Volunteers at Brimhall pool party; The
Lentz family poses at the Brimhall pool party; HopeKid Jaxon, 7, and
twin brother, Julian, at Nenos’ build event; HopeKid Damaris, 11, and
parents at the Brad Paisley Concert thanks to Live Nation; HopeKid
Luis, 8, enjoys the TopGolf event sponsored by Larry H. Miller Charities.

ARIZONA HOPEDAY PROGRAM
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" otherf families thatunderstand\what we're going through.”

MEET TerReNCE

Terrence is 8 years old and loves video games, cartoons, and Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. He was
diagnosed in December 2011 with stage 4 medulloblastoma and has been a member of HopeKids for two
months.

“[The events] open a lot of opportunities for my family. We are able to participate in activities
that expose us to other families going through similar experiences. We love how cheerful [the
events are] and how they bring HOPE to our family!” - Delilah, Terrence’s mom
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Reiley enjoys the Colorado Rockies game; Siblings Isabella and
Adrianna wait for the “Film on the Rocks™; Families have fun
during the 4th of July Outlaws game; Jeremiah is excited about

“Finding Dory™; Parents enjoy dinner at Cart-Driver

Through her journey, Daisy has become a cancer warrior, fighting for more awareness of childhood
cancer. Daisy loves being a part of HopeKids because when she is done with treatment, she can
see her friends at events and...

“HopeKids is super fun!” -Daisy
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MEET Notan

Nolanis a b-year-old kindergartener who loves hockey. He is functionally non-verbal but his excitement is undeniable as
he watches hockey games with both arms in the air and yells, “HOCKEY!”

Left: “Kids Fun Run” starting line at the 8th Annual
Suburban Adventure presented by Tradition

Companies and Spirit of Brandjten Farm on June 11.
Below (Left to Right): HopeKid Charlie, 4, poses with
her brother at Suburban Adventure; HopeKid Talitha,
13, fishing with the Twins at Lake Harriet; HopeKid
Serenity, 6, and Kaylee, 4, enjoy the Lake Minnetonka
boating and island picnic event.

Nolan started to have seizures at 4 months old and had a portion of his brain removed with hopes that surgery would help
control his seizures. Nothing has ever come easy for Nolan, but he goes through life with a big smile on his face. Nolan’s
family has attended 23 HopeKids events, including several hockey games, since joining HopeKids in September 2015.
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_NORTH [EXAS HOPELJAY MILESTONES

June and July included several
program milestones for
HopeKids North Texas.

Above (Left to Right): The Bahar
family enjoy the largest private
HopeKids North Texas event to
date at the Keller Pointe water
park; Jeffrey and his dad enjoy a
day together at Keller Pointe.
Left (Top to Bottom): HopeKids
North Texas hosted the first
HopeCommunity events
including a parent dinner for
families who lost a child and
HopeKids families serving
dinner at Ronald McDonald
house




~ NORTH TEXAS HopeDay PROGRAM

{ EA v e Left: Cooking class at Taste Buds Kitchen.

: " : Below (Left to Right): HopeKid Dominic and his
mom, Marie, take a selfie with Roughneck players
after the game; Stephanie and her daugther,
Baylee, at a Texas Rangers game; Employees from
JMEG and their families volunteer at TopGolf; Abby

enjoys the gymnastics clinic.
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