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Hope is a powerful medicine.
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“We arrived in Colorado and we should be able to breathe and relax, but now we are 
going through the emotions we didn’t have time to process. Now we need the support 
of other families who have gone through this.” - Crisandra Green, HopeKids Colorado

One of the more challenging aspects of compiling an annual report is determining what aspects to highlight.  Statistics and 
numbers aren’t about performance but rather tell a story about the families and the impact your support has on them. Each 
attendance number represents a HopeKid, sibling, or parent who found a supportive community, something to look forward 
to, or an accepting environment during one of the darkest times for their family.

As I look back at 2016, we have plenty of reasons to celebrate, and I’m excited for you to learn more about each chapter’s 
growth, and read the specifics of what’s happening in our programs. One item of particular importance was the launch of our 
Colorado chapter in February 2016.

The Green family featured on the cover was the first family to join the newly launched Colorado chapter which served more 
than 170 families in 2016. As this chapter continues to add new families each week, my hope would be that more partners 
would come alongside to support families like the Green’s. In addition, the Gess family’s story on page three highlights the 
community and support that is built at HopeKids events. 

As you read the quotes and look over the statistics on the following pages,  my hope beyond the numbers is that our staff, 
volunteers, and donors would have a deeper sense of our vision to restore hope and transform lives.  If we reach the end of 
2017 with a greater sense of mission among all of our stakeholders, I would consider this year to be an even greater success 
than 2016.

I invite you to explore the following pages and prayerfully consider how you might be involved to help provide hope to families 
who have a child with a life-threatening medical condition as well as personally find a greater sense of belonging within our 
vision and mission.

With Hope,

Josh Taylor, President
HopeKids, Inc.

A LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT



WE EXIST TO RESTORE HOPE AND 
TRANSFORM THE LIVES OF CHILDREN WITH 
LIFE-THREATENING MEDICAL CONDITIONS, 
THEIR FAMILIES AND THE COMMUNITIES IN 
WHICH WE SERVE.

Our Guiding Principles
Our vision, mission and motivation are driven by our desire to 
serve in the name of Jesus Christ in response to and out of our 
gratitude to God. (Colossians 3:17) It is through God’s love and 
the eternal hope we find in Jesus that we want to love and offer 
hope to those in need.

We cling to the promise that “Hope does not disappoint.” 
(Romans 5:5) We also believe that hope comes from God, and 
provides joy and peace in a way that nothing else can.  These 
biblical truths form our belief that hope is a powerful medicine, 
and all our activities, resources, and time are to be directed to 
restoring hope for the future to the children and families we 
serve.

We strive to promote integrity, honesty, and openness in 
the manner in which we conduct our daily financial and 
management operations. We will be good stewards of all 
resources that God has blessed us with.

The HopeKids program is open to all children with life-
threatening medical conditions and their families without regard 
to religion, background, race, or ethnicity.

HopeKids welcomes supporters and volunteers who recognize 
and are willing to serve within our guiding principles.

Our Mission
HopeKids provides ongoing events, activities and a powerful, unique support community for families who have a child with cancer 
or some other life-threatening medical condition. We surround these remarkable children and their families with the message that 
hope can be a powerful medicine.

“[My kids] had never experienced anything like 
that and they loved it. It was a really positive 
experience where they could just be kids. No 

worries about seizures, or what others would think 
about Molly—just fun.”



        HopeKids story

      Building a support Community
“It shook my whole world for a full nine months. Nothing 
about me could accept it and get over it. Somehow, I didn’t 
ever know that children had cancer. I didn’t feel like my son 
would survive this.”

Melissa Gess admits her tears flow freely today as she recalls the 
devastation of her son’s cancer diagnosis. Charlie was one year old when 
they heard “neuroblastoma”—a cancer that forms in certain types of nerve 
tissue. Melissa remembers, “The only person I wanted to talk to was a 
cousin who had a little girl with spina bifida. It just eased my heart to talk 
to someone who could totally get having their child’s life on the line.” 

Melissa describes how helpless she felt as the treatment took a toll 
on Charlie’s body. He was skinny and sickly. She wrestled with the 
uncertainty that, “Day-to-day, we don’t know what’s going to happen.” 

It’s been over 11 years since Charlie was diagnosed. Today Melissa dwells in 
a place of gratitude much more than fear. But she has deep compassion for 
others who are fearful; she recognizes it almost instinctively. At a chance—
or perhaps providential—encounter, she saw much of herself in the eyes of 
another mom. 

Mark and Jenny Nickell were excited about the HopeKids party and bowling 
event. Since their son Drew was diagnosed with neuroblastoma this past 
June, they hadn’t been out much, and bowling happened to be a favorite 
activity. Mark describes how a casual conversation with Josh Taylor, 

HopeKids president, led to meeting the Gess family.  “I must have shaken 
Brandon’s hand 15 times,” Mark said. Brandon is Charlie’s dad. 

“I looked at Charlie’s parents and siblings, and I could tell that they had 
been through something,” Mark says. “And when we talked to the family—
just the look on Melissa’s face, she could tell that [we] were in pain. But 
in her face we also saw hope, and sincerity, and [a belief] that we can [get 
through Drew’s cancer].”

Both Melissa and Jenny used the same word about their meeting: “Chills”. 
Jenny describes the tremendous hope of hearing how well Charlie has 
managed since his treatment. The story got more chilling when they 
discovered that Charlie and Drew were both just barely a year old when 
they shared the same diagnosis date of June 2nd, 11 years apart. And then 
the moment came when someone suggested Charlie hold Drew for a photo. 
Jenny and Mark tried to warn everyone that it probably wouldn’t go well. 
Being poked and prodded through treatment has made Drew much more 
anxious. To Mark’s astonishment, “For some reason Drew liked being held 
by Charlie. It was so amazing.” 

“Just to know that they’re there, and to know that we got connected 
through HopeKids is just really special,” Jenny says. “I hope that someday 
we are someone else’s inspiration.”

Mark adds, “I think that if this sort of thing can happen for one or two 
families, everything that [HopeKids] is doing—it’s worth it.”
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“I don’t 
think the people 

who donated the tickets 
realize what it means to 

us. We would never be able 
to afford an NFL game. 

I won’t forget this 
one.”

Our People



“Being at the events 
with other kids going 

through the same thing 
created an environment of 

acceptance and a feeling that 
he was not the only one 

fighting this battle”

Our Programs
HopeDay Program

HopeKids provides ongoing events and activities 
for families who have a child with a life-threatening 
medical condition. Each month we schedule a variety 
of sporting events, live entertainment, museum visits or 
other types of fun activities for the whole family.  

We focus on five research-driven impact areas to ease 
the journey for families who are walking through the 
hardest time in their lives: 

Hope and Anticipation to keep kids looking 
forward to the next fun event around the corner.

Family-Focused events bring the family together 
and prevent siblings from being unintentionally 
overlooked.

Community and Support fosters lasting support 
among people who share similar challenges.

Safety and Acceptance through HopeKids’ 
supportive peer community where no child is the 
only one wearing a mask or using a wheelchair.

Economic Support through free events 
because all families are seriously impacted by 
overwhelming medical costs.

HopeCommunity Program

HopeKids events work to foster a support community among families who “get it.”  
Our HopeCommunity program intentionally builds intimate events to bring together 
families struggling with similar diagnoses or who live in proximity to each other.  These 
events focus on providing opportunities for families to deepen relationships and build a 
strong support network at a time when they need it most.

Recent studies show that parents who have a child with cancer often fear the complete 
loss of hope because it would be like giving up on their child and a future with their 
child.  In addition, 59 percent of siblings of a cancer patient showed new externalizing 
behaviors such as acting out at home or school, fighting, drug use, increased sibling 
rivalry and lower frustration tolerance.  Twenty six percent showed new internalizing 
behaviors such as worry, anxiety, depression, sleeping or eating problems. 

Adolescent siblings of children with cancer who have low social support tended to be 
perceived as being more anxious and having more behavior problems than adolescents 
with high social support.

Support, love, and encouragement are all necessary for families who have a child with 
cancer or some other life- threatening medical condition. Our community of children 
and their families get to know each other, encourage, and support each other. We have 
children who are newly diagnosed, children who are in the midst of difficult treatment, 
and children who are healed and now healthy.

One of the most inspiring moments is when a child who has just been diagnosed with 
a particular condition meets a child who has been healed from that same condition. You 
can almost see their hope restored as they realize that this is a battle they can win.

///////////// Total # Families Total # of Events Total # of Attendees

ARIZONA 1,265 410 24,369

COLORADO 177 131 3,695

MINNESOTA 1,179 450 20,443

NORTH TEXAS 652 312 11,041

TOTAL 3,273 1,303 59,548

ARIZONA NEW FAMILIES

239
COLORADO NEW FAMILIES

177
MINNESOTA NEW FAMILIES

187
NORTH TEXAS NEW FAMILIES

218
TOTAL NEW FAMILIES

821



89%
“Participation in HopeKids 
strengthened our family’s 

relationship.”

We focus on five research-driven impact areas to ease the journey for families who are walking 
through the hardest time in their lives: 

Our Impact Areas

Hope and Anticipation

We believe that hope is a powerful medicine. Most 
of us cannot imagine the costs, fears, emotions 
and isolation that hospital stays and surgeries 
impose on families. Parents often become 
overwhelmed with treatment and finances.Siblings 
can experience confusion, fear, and resentment as 
normal life activities and parental attentions are 
replaced with a difficult medical journey.

HopeKids hosts highly-anticipated, free, fun events 
for families who have a child with a life- threatening 
medical condition. From live entertainment to 
private movie screenings, and amusement parks to 
sporting events, we offer a wide variety of activities 
for the whole family. We want to keep children and 
their families focused on the future rather than 
dwelling on what they are dealing with now (i.e. 
needle pokes, chemotherapy, blood transfusions 
and other painful experiences.)

Numerous studies reveal that hope and anticipation 
directly impact health and well -being. One study 
published in the Journal of the National Medical 
Association found that “Hope can increase one’s 
overall ability to cope with stress by reducing fears 
and anxieties.”1

1. Alphonsus O. Obayuwana and Ann L. Carter, Journal 
of the National Medical Association, March 1982, 74(3): 
229–234.

Family Focus

A child’s most valuable support network is a strong 
family unit but, sadly, all family members can be 
negatively impacted by a child’s illness. Siblings 
are often unintentionally overlooked as parents 
struggle to manage financial and medical concerns.

At HopeKids, our events and activities bring a family 
together when circumstances tend to pull them 
apart. Our events offer fun for all family members, 
allowing them to spend much needed time together, 
even parent date nights. All events are focused on 
the whole family and provide opportunities to look 
forward to the future. We help create memories 
during a time that brings situations our families 
might otherwise wish to forget.

Many experts agree that togetherness creates 
essential bonds as families navigate a child’s illness. 
As a result of their study published by the University 
of Michigan, Kyla Boyse, RN, Lina Boujaoude, MD, 
and Jennifer Laundy, MD, advised that when a child 
is chronically ill, “Maintaining your commitment to 
your family and getting support from each other is 
even more important! Spend time together that is 
not focused on the illness. [S]chedule family time, 
including one- on- one time for parents and parent-
child ‘dates,’ as well as whole family activities.”2

2. 20 March 2013 http://www.med.umich.edu/
yourchild/topics/chronic.htm

Hope and Anticipation s  Family Focus s Community and Support s Safety and Acceptance s Economic Support

84%
“HopeKids events help develop 
relationships with other families.”

97%
“HopeKids offers our family a sense 

of safety and opportunity not 
always available elsewhere.”

99%
“HopeKids events provided hope 

for our family.”

“Thank you for giving us the time to be a normal family, for 
understanding that these special children deserve a childhood!”

“Every time we go to a HopeKids event I walk away with a new friend 
and don’t feel so alone on this journey!”

“Our daughter’s disease is so financially taxing that we are unable to 
do any type of out- of- the- home family activity that costs money.”



Community and Support

Social support is critical to a healthy life, especially 
when facing a child’s life -threatening illness. In 
the midst of treatment, it is easy for families to 
become isolated, overwhelmed, and sometimes 
disconnected from their main sources of friendship 
and support. It is essential for families to meet 
others and broaden their networks with people who 
“get it.”

HopeKids builds programs with the goal of drawing 
families together. We provide a unique, supportive 
and recreational environment for connection, 
sharing and encouragement. Our events foster 
lasting friendships and support among people 
who share similar challenges. Our families report 
that nothing is more powerful than one sick child 
meeting another who has recovered from the same 
condition. No HopeKids family is alone on this 
difficult journey.

It is well documented that people need community 
to thrive. The Health Science Journal reports, 
“Social support is a very important factor in the 
confrontation of chronic illness. Children who are 
the recipients of support by parents and peers 
present considerably more improved capacities 
to adapt and show fewer behavioral problems 
compared to children that have only marginal 
sources of support.”3

3. D. Theofanidis, “Chronic Illness in Childhood: 
Psychosocial Adaptation and Nursing Support for the 
Child and Family,” Health Science Journal, Issue 2, April 
-  June 2007, p 6.

Safety and Acceptance

Everyone needs a safe environment where he or she 
belongs and is accepted. In a world of healthy kids, 
many children with medical needs feel rejected 
and left out. Life-threatening illnesses bring a 
host of isolating circumstances that most of us 
never experience. In HopeKids’ supportive peer 
community, no child is the only one wearing a mask 
or using a wheelchair. No one is stared at because 
she is bald, or because he has a feeding tube. At 
HopeKids, everyone belongs.

Many of our events are held privately providing 
a safe, healthy environment away from large, 
public crowds. Public spaces are a problem for our 
immune-suppressed kids; minimizing exposure 
both protects them and reduces parental stress.

Repeated studies have shown that acceptance and 
safety are basic needs. The faculty and staff at the 
University of Michigan Health System cite a study 
that said, “Children need to feel like they belong. 
Their peer relationships are an important arena for 
them to do this. Try to help your child find interests 
and activities that provide opportunities to connect 
with other kids with similar illnesses.”4 The National 
Association of School Psychologists encourages 
this as well. “Create a sense of belonging. Feeling 
connected and welcomed is essential to children’s 
positive adjustment, self-identification, and sense 
of trust in others and themselves.”5

4.  20 March 2013 http://www.med.umich.edu/
yourchild/topics/chronic.htm  | 5. 18 March 2013 http://
www.nasponline.org/resources/mentalhealth/mhtips.
aspx

Economic Support

A significant percentage of our families are in 
the low-to-moderate-income range. However, all 
families who have a child with a life-threatening 
illness are seriously impacted by overwhelming 
medical costs. The financial impact isn’t simply 
limited to medical bills. Families are hit with extra 
transportation costs, out of town treatment, eating 
out, missed time at work, or even a parent who must 
quit work to care for their child. Paying for and 
planning social activities isn’t realistic or feasible 
for most of our families.

Even if a family has the ability to pay for an event, 
the all-consuming demands of a life-threatening 
childhood illness often overwhelms other resources 
like time, energy or the initiative for planning. 
HopeKids alleviates these challenges by providing 
events that are pre-organized and available free of 
charge to the whole family.

Everyone knows that financial stress can be 
debilitating. The Health Science Journal reports 
that, “[E]very effort should be made to organize 
programs of care and support for the sick child and 
the often neglected home carers, especially when 
poverty is an additional burden.”6

6. D. Theofanidis, “Chronic Illness in Childhood: 
Psychosocial Adaptation and Nursing Support for the 
Child and Family,” Health Science Journal, Issue 2, April 
– June 2007, p 7.

Our Impact Areas
Hope and Anticipation s  Family Focus s Community and Support s Safety and Acceptance s Economic Support

“We celebrated [our son’s] fifth birthday at the baseball game. Unfortunately, 
his MRI results the day before weren’t good. This game was just what we 

needed to feel “normal” again, for at least a night, to forget about everything.”



ASSETS 2016 2015

CURRENT ASSETS

Cash and Cash Equivalents $               2,135,174 $               1,112,176

Investments 10,350 729, 830

Contributions Receivable 28,406 8,048

Accrued Interest Receivable - 10,917

Prepaid Expenses and Other Assets 40,309 8,690

Total Current Assets 2,214,239 1,869,661

PROPERTY AND EQUIPMENT, NET 10,065 16,408

TOTAL ASSETS $               2,224,304 $               1,886,069

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
CURRENT LIABILITIES

Accounts Payable and Other Liabilities $                   18,618 $                   14,622

NET ASSETS

Unrestricted 1,976,576 1,472,682

Temporarily Restricted 229,110 398,765

Total Net Assets 2,205,686 1,871,447

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS $              2,224,304 $              1,886,069

HopeKids, inc.
statements of financial position

december 31, 2016 and 2015

“[HopeKids helps] 
Kiera realize she is 

not the only one who 
has a sibling living with 

significant health
challenges.”



Unrestricted
Temporarily 

Restricted Total 2016 Total 2015

SUPPORT AND REVENUES

Contributions $              1,744,904 $              24,500 $              1,769,404 $              1,966,066

Contributed Goods and Services 1,689,433 - 1,689,433 1,479,423

Investment Losses 220,938 - 220,938 (152,314)

Other 17,770 - 17,770 14,534

Net Assets Released from Restrictions 194,155 (194,155) -

Total Support and Revenues 3,867,200 (169,655) 3,697,545 3,307,709

EXPENSES

Program Services $              2,846,041 - $              2,846,041 $              2,283,037

Management and General 138,467 - 138,467 170,705

Fundraising 378,798 - 378,798 256,292

Total Expenses 3,363,306 - 3,363,306 2,710,034

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS 503,894 (169,655) 334,239 597,675

NET ASSETS, BEGINNING OF YEAR 1,472,682 398,765 1,871,447 1,273,772

NET ASSETS, END OF YEAR $               1,976,576 $               229,110 $               2,205,686 $               1,871,447

HopeKids, inc.
statements of activities and cHange in net assets

Years ended december 31, 2016 and 2015

“She could tell 
that we were in pain. 

But in her face 
we also saw hope, and 

sincerity, and a belief that 
we can get through 

cancer.”


