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BY ERIC DECKER
For SN Today

One of the cool parts about 
being a Gopher is the way you get 
to help people in the Twin Cities 
area. A while back, our team had 
an event with HopeKids, a local 
group here that helps support 
kids who are fighting illnesses. 
The organization brought about 
100 kids to the football complex, 
and we set up some stations for 
them to learn the game. There 
were kids from first grade 
through 11th grade, and I think 
everybody had a lot of fun.

We ran them through catching 
balls, being a quarterback, some 
defensive drills, and just tried to 
keep them active. I was in the 
ballhandling station, and after a 
few times through, it turned into 
a big two-hand touch football 
game. But the best part was defi-
nitely just hanging out with the 
kids, especially the little guys.

The whole time, you could tell 
the younger kids were definitely 
looking up to the college players. It 

wasn’t that they were in awe; I 
think they just wanted a buddy. 
There was one guy, he might have 
been in the second grade or so, who 
just kind of stuck by my side all 
day. The group he was in moved 
on, but he wanted to stay. Finally, I 
was like, ‘Sorry, man, but you’ve 
got to go to the next station.’

Things like that have a big effect 
on me, too. When you step back 
and look at it, football is just a game. 
It’s not your whole life, even though 
sometimes we make it seem that 
way. Being around those kids, I 
realized how fortunate I am to be 
where I am at Minnesota. I’m get-
ting a degree, playing sports at the 
highest level, meeting a lot of peo-
ple from around the country and 
the world. When you’re caught up 
in football, and all the time we 

spend with it, or you’re worrying 
about your critics, you can forget 
those things.

I’ve always tried to get involved 
in giving back to the community 
when those opportunities come 
along. I’ve been asked to visit hos-
pitals, work with the HopeKids, 
go to schools and read to kids. I 
just like having conversations 
with them and sharing my story. 
Every time I go back to my home-
town, I try to help out there, too.

Giving back and helping out 
makes you feel great. You see 
these kids who need a little extra 
support, and you do the best you 
can to be a friend and a role model 
for them. It’s that kind of stuff 
that you’ll remember just as much 
as the big wins on the field.

— As told to Dave Curtis

Penn State LB Sean Lee has been practicing this week 
and expects to play Saturday against Michigan, even 
though he tweaked his sprained knee last week.

The Nittany Lions’ defensive captain missed three 
games with the injury before returning for last week’s 
win over Minnesota. Lee, who played mostly on passing 
downs and finished with two tackles, said Wednesday he 
“felt a little twinge” in the knee on his last play against the 
Gophers. Despite feeling soreness, he hopes to ease into 
more playing time as the season progresses.

“I didn’t hurt it that bad,” Lee said. “It’s probably some-
thing I have to deal with for the next few games.”

Lee missed all of 2008 because an injury to his other 
knee.

The Lions also are dealing with an issue on offense. QB 
Daryll Clark said RBs Brent Carter and Brandon Beachum have 
been splitting reps because of starter Stephfon Green’s ankle 
injury. Green might not play against the Wolverines. 

 Iowa leads the Big Ten and ranks fourth nation-
ally with a plus-11 turnover margin—thanks in large 
part to the Hawkeyes’ 15 interceptions in seven games. 

Those numbers certainly have caught the attention 
of Michigan coach Mark Dantonio, whose Spartans have 
four more giveaways than takeaways heading into the 
Saturday night showdown at Spartan Stadium.

“I think that will be one of the major things in the 
football game,” Dantonio said. “It seems to always fall 
into that category. It’s very difficult to win the football 
game if you turn it over.”

 The Indianapolis Star reported that the Purdue-
Notre Dame football series has been extended through 
the 2021 season, insuring that the streak of 64 straight 
seasons in which the schools have played will continue 
for at least 12 more years.

The schools have played 81 times overall in a series 
that began in 1896.

“The atmosphere at our game this season epitomizes 
what the Purdue-Notre Dame game is all about,” Pur-

due coach Danny Hope said in the statement. “It was elec-
tric at Ross-Ade Stadium.”

Purdue led in the fourth quarter of this year’s Sept. 
26 game before a Notre Dame touchdown with 25 sec-
onds remaining gave the Irish a 24-21 win.

 Michigan athletic director Bill Martin, who helped 
launch a pair of multimillion-dollar renovations to cam-
pus facilities and brought in new coaches for the football 
and men’s basketball programs, will retire next year.

Martin, 69, will step down effective Sept. 4, 2010, the 
school said Wednesday.

Martin, a former president of the United States Sailing 
Association, became Michigan’s director of athletics in 
2000 on an interim basis, replacing Tom Goss. His retire-
ment was announced in a letter to university president 
Mary Sue Coleman and at a meeting with the athletics staff.

“Being the Michigan A.D. is not just a job, it’s a way of 
life and one I have embraced full force,” Martin wrote.
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‘I think they just wanted a buddy’ 
Eric Decker, 
Minnesota 
WR
Decker ranks 
among the 
nation’s best 
wide receivers 
for a second 
straight 

season. He has 47 catches in 2009, 
five for touchdowns, and a Big 
Ten-best 731 receiving yards. 
The Gophers visit Ohio State on 
Saturday afternoon.
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Penn State LB Sean Lee says his tweaked knee doesn’t feel that bad.

Eric Decker enjoys making a difference off the field as much as he does on it.


